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Last month the 100,000th title was processed and udded 
to the new catalog of the Library. In survey*ng the first 
years of the Catalog Division's work from thi; comfortable 
vantage point, certain facts stand out vividly. 


Among the more substantial facts involved in cataloging 
100,000 titles are the 182,800 volumes prepared for shelv- 
ing, the 86,400 volumes bound, the 558,000 cards prepared 
and distributed, the growth of the new catalog from nothing 
to 420 card trays,and the shrinkage of the old catalog from 
720 to 511 trays. 


Looking back it is clear that the first years were the 
hardest for everyone concerned with acquiring, organizing, 
and using the Library's materials. In its early stages the 
cataloging program seemed only to further complicate and 
confuse the collections, the records, and the public service. 
But after about 50,000 titles had been cataloged, the work 
was generally favorably acknowledged. 


Experience in our recataloging program has shown that 
work production, discouragingly slow at first, gains momen- 
tum as the work proceeds. The percentage of the 100,000 
titles cataloged each year (1946 to date) corroborates this 
statement: 11%, 11%, 15%, 20%, 22%, 21%. It should be 
borne in mind that the 1950 and 1951 A Medical Libra 
Catalog, and the first edition of the Army Medical Li ree 
CiassThication were produced with the same staff, w 
Overtime provisions only for the final typing of the Clas- 
sification schedules. 








Any impression derived from the above tnat our current 
Cataloging activities are devoid of problems would be 
Something of a misapprehension. This review represents 
only a brief pause while we glance at the past, catch our 
breath, and gather our strength for the climb to the 
250,000th title. 
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INFORMATION PLEASE 


Besides the problem of keeping up with the published 
literature promptly, another problem often confronts our Sn 
Reference staff - the ouestion of the manner in which ine 
replies to inquiries received from the lay public are most — 
suitably handled. Perusal of the Library's Letter Book for Bre 
1910 (the year in which Paul Ehrlich reported the success of 


his experiments on the chemotherapy of syphilis at a meet- omy 
ing of the Gesellschaft der Deutsche Naturforscher und 
Aerzte, in Kénigsberg) reveals that the problem has _ long 
been with us, as the following letter illustrates: 
"Dear Sir: 
In answer to your letter of September 9th - the first 
that I have seen - TI would say that a recent remedy for 10.¢ 
syphilis, referred to in the medical journals, is Dioxydi- a 
amidoarsenobenzol, sometimes called '606.' it is a German} 158 
remedy and Dr. Ehrlich, a German physician, has been exper- 
imenting with it. The results appear to be remarkably good, 
but as yet it has not been put into general use. 
I take occasion to say in this connection that, while 
I am glad to give information in answer to inguiries such as 
yours whenever it is within my power to do so, a Government 
Department does not attempt to furnish prescriptions or re- 
ceipts for the treatment of disease of any kind.The remedy Bui 
named herein is mentioned simply as a matter which may be shif 
of interest to you. knov 
(Signed) Walter D. McCaw — 
Lieut. Colonel, Medical Corps; jy, 
Librarian, S. G. 0." in 
and 
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BINDING 
inc. 
During the Fiscal Year 1952, 17,604 volumes were = 
forwarded to the Government Printing brrige for binding. the 
These included 17,416 serials (3,000 titles never before) ‘he 
bound) and 188 monographs. Only 109 volumes (documents) 
were rebound. 
sta: 
The Library has been allotted 0 i a 
for the Fiscal Year 1953. eae tee: eae = 
‘ 
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ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 





HUNGARIAN BIBLIOGRAPHY ACQUIRED 


The Acquisition Division has just purchased the Magyar 
Kényvszemle (Hungarian Book Review) as an addition fo ire 
mibrary's bio-bibliographical collection. This work is an 
important record of Hungarian book production for the years 
1876 to 1945; from all available information it is the only 
complete set in the United States. 


AFML SERIAL RECORD 


Our current serial checking file now contains over 
10,000 entries for serial titles of which we have received 
issues published during the last five years. 


BUILDING CHANGES 


As a sequel to the occupancy of the Fisheries Annex 
Building by the National Park Service and the consequent 
shifting. of the Library's collections to’ the nearby building 
known as Escanaba Hall, the parking lot adjacent to the 
Fisheries Annex was also taken over by National Park Service. 
To compensate officials of the Office of Price Stabilization 
who were in possession of the parking lot, the parking lot 
in the rear of the main Library building has been enlarged 
and improved. While the Library gained only a few extra 
spaces for its staff, the improvements to the area are most 
welcome. They include repaving, marking, and numbering. 


Other building improvements which are now in progress 
include the installation of an additional drinking fountain 
on the second floor for the benefit of staff and readers in 
the west wing and the removal of the troublesome sink at 
the east end of the main corridor, which is being replaced. 


The prolonged heat wave has brought many requests from 
staff for additional electric fans, and these are being 
supplied as fast as the Office of the Building Superintend- 
ent can meet the demand. In addition, the Library has 
ordered a 36-inch exhaust fan installed in the upper north 
window of the east wing. 


AFML FAUNA 


_ Recently the Director received a letter from a former 
member of the Library staff who is now working in Ge % 
After expressing interest in the change of status to thal 
Armed Forces Medical Library, our correspondent inoquire@ 


concerning the prospects for a new building. He added: 


"Back in my day, plans were being made for a fine ney 
uilding, and not a minute too soon for the good of the cols 
ections, because at that time pigeons were something of 4 
roblem, and the mice were very bold." 
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Well, we haven't been bothered with pigeons lately, and 
our efforts to exterminate the rats and mice seem to have 
paid dividends. But the desperate need for a new building 
is still with us. 


RECENT VISITORS 


. R. P. Singh, Mahatma Gandhi Medical College, 
Indore (M. B.), India 


Frederico J. Salveraglio, Professor of Hygiene, 
Universidad de la Republica Montevideo, Uruguay. 


Miss Phyllis M. Corner, Librarian, Public Library 
of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia 


Dr. Joseph A. Dagher, National Library of Lebanon, Beirut 


Dr. Clemente Morel, Professor of Surgery, University of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, and Editor, Jornada Medica 





Médicin Général Inspecteur Hugonot, 
Ministere de la Défense Nationale, France 


Miss Dora Echeverri, Medical Librarian, Medical Center, 
University of Antionuia, Medillin, Colombia 


Sood Sangvichien, Professor and Head of the Department 
of Anatomy, Faculty of Medicine and Siriraj Hospital 
and University of Medical Science, Thonburi, Thailand 











